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Notes:

This piece written for SQUEE! is based upon an additive form that builds up fragments starting in
the “middle” of the phrase and expanding either side. The pyramid should be read from left to right,
starting at the top, moving downwards row by row. As can be seen from the diagram, there are 41
fragments in total and variations occur when a number has been circled.
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I found this type of additive form in Aperghis' Recitations for solo voice (1977-8) and his own
Recitation No. 11 uses a structure similar to this. I like to think that a listener will learn to recognise
the fragments when they have been repeated a number of times during the piece. Then, when a
variation of one of these fragments occurs, it is potentially quite surprising for a listener. I have
experimented with additive forms in several pieces, and find that this kind of strict structure,
although extremely clear when written in the pyramid form above, can be relatively difficult to
detect aurally. I would like to suggest that this is related to the number of repetitions of each
fragment, and placement of the variations. Because the fragments in the middle of the pyramid are
repeated many more times than the fragments at either edge, it is likely that these fragments will
become significantly more recognisable.

The piece is written in standard notation, but I present the diagram above for your information.

Instrumentation:

Electric Guitar
Piano
Double Bass

Duration: c. 8 mins
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