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Aorta
short opera in one act

Rob Jones 
Libretto: Tom Bronsema



Notes:

This short opera was a collaboration between writer Tom Bronsema and composer Rob Jones. It 

was written between February 2017 and January 2018 for the Opera Forward Festival 2018 in 

Amsterdam. 

A rough English translation of the text is provided by the composer. 

Storyline:

Ulrike feels that she desperately needs Eros to help her with the child, but also to save her from her 

greatest fear: loneliness. Lana is hopelessly in love with Eros but she doesn’t know if he loves her 

back. Eros can’t decide which women he should take, so in a moment of terrible cowardice he cuts 

out his heart and leaves it to speak to the women, instead of talking to them face to face. Just before 

Eros leaves it seems like he might choose Lana after all. Overcome by jealousy, and seeing no way 

out of the situation Ulrike kills Lana in her sleep. When Eros returns he finds Lana’s lifeless body 

and Ulrike has disappeared. 

Character List:

Ulrike: mezzo soprano 

Lana: soprano

Eros: baritone 

Ensemble:

Choir: 14 Sopranos 

14 Altos

7 Tenors + Basses (always sing the same part) 

The choir is positioned in an offstage stairwell for the majority of the piece. They enter the main 

performance space at Figure 17. 

Choir always sings “ah” 

Electric Organ with pedal manual, vibrato and tremolo 

Percussion: Vibraphone (with motor), crotales, tam tam, gong, wood block

Accordion: Placed offstage with the choir, doubles all choir parts. Tacet from Figure 19 – end.

Vocoder: The voices of Ulrike and Lana should be used as modulators and the 

voice of the choir as the carrier. The vocoder sound should come from 

speakers placed towards the back of the performance space. 

Duration: c. 20 mins
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Stage Directions

Ulrike (mezzo)

Percussion

Vocoder

Soprano

Alto

Tenor + Bass

qq = 62-721

Is
Is

pp

dit
this

quasi recitativo

m'n
my

le
life?

ven?- Is
Is

dit
this

m'n
my

le
life?

ven?-

p

mp pp

° ø

mp pp

ah

p consistent, like an organ

ah

p consistent, like an organ

ah

p consistent, like an organ
o

Ulrike

Perc.

S.

A.

T+B.

De
The

na
a

wee
fter

- - -
- - -

en
math

-
-

van
of

zijn
his

lief
love

des- res
re

ten.
mains.
-

-

4

mp pp
ø

mp pp mp pp

ah

p sempre o p

ah

p sempre p

ah

p sempre

3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

/
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the choir always sings "ah"

Choir is offstage, Lana and Ulrike (pregnant) are in seperate spaces onstage, Eros is also present.

Repeat until the whole
audience have entered

Rob Jones

Aorta 
Libretto by Tom Bronsema

English Translation by Rob Jones Scene 1 - Intro Ulrike and Lana
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Eros cuts out his heart and leaves it at the feet of the two women. Eros then exits the performance space. 

Scene 2 - The Heart
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Lana and Ulrike have an a discussion.

Scene 3A - Lana and Ulrike Duet
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Lana and Ulrike go to their separate places. 
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body is in the space.

Choir descends into performance space, led by Eros.

Scene 3C - Choir comes onstage, Eros' Epilogue 
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Repeat until the whole choir is in main performance space.
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Sop 1 joins after  4-5 repetitions
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[Play pedals only when tenors and basses reach the stairs - after around 8-9 repetitions]
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Choir gathers around Lana's body, Eros sings. 
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Choir leave the space as one, they continue singing.
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All choir are offstage, still singing. 
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