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Rob Jones
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Notes:

This short opera was a collaboration between writer Tom Bronsema and composer Rob Jones. It
was written between February 2017 and January 2018 for the Opera Forward Festival 2018 in
Amsterdam.

A rough English translation of the text is provided by the composer.

Storyline:

Ulrike feels that she desperately needs Eros to help her with the child, but also to save her from her
greatest fear: loneliness. Lana is hopelessly in love with Eros but she doesn’t know if he loves her
back. Eros can’t decide which women he should take, so in a moment of terrible cowardice he cuts
out his heart and leaves it to speak to the women, instead of talking to them face to face. Just before
Eros leaves it seems like he might choose Lana after all. Overcome by jealousy, and seeing no way
out of the situation Ulrike kills Lana in her sleep. When Eros returns he finds Lana’s lifeless body
and Ulrike has disappeared.

Character List:

Ulrike: mezzo soprano
Lana: soprano

Eros: baritone

Ensemble:
Choir: 14 Sopranos
14 Altos

7 Tenors + Basses (always sing the same part)

The choir is positioned in an offstage stairwell for the majority of the piece. They enter the main
performance space at Figure 17.

Choir always sings “ah”

Electric Organ with pedal manual, vibrato and tremolo

Percussion: Vibraphone (with motor), crotales, tam tam, gong, wood block
Accordion: Placed offstage with the choir, doubles all choir parts. Tacet from Figure 19 — end.
Vocoder: The voices of Ulrike and Lana should be used as modulators and the

voice of the choir as the carrier. The vocoder sound should come from
speakers placed towards the back of the performance space.

Duration: c. 20 mins
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*het koor zingt altijd "ah"

the choir always sings "ah"

Libretto by Tom Bronsema

English Translation by Rob Jones

Aorta

Scene 1 - Intro Ulrike and Lana

Rob Jones
Choir is offstage, Lana and Ulrike (pregnant) are in seperate spaces onstage, Eros is also present.
1 J=62-72
. n [ Repeat until the whole 2y 3 |
Stage Directions L dience have entered y ‘4 !
Witheld, introverted sound
L ~ N ~ PP quasi recitativo /N ~
uiske ez ([ - = st e sse e
ANSYA || I 7 == ]
N N h /
Xll(l))tl;)arp Orcl)ne Is dit m'n le- ven? Is dit m'n le- ven?
Play mainly roll but occasionally Is this my life?_ Is this my life?_
boxed notes in any octave colla parte, follow the soloist b
>/\ . .
. g 9 .’ T | ® \I o o o o D) f- ]
Percussion | ey T X E 1 3 >—1% : {
N Nho A b I?é Tj 5 % b§
o/ P PP
PP A
Modulator: Voices of Lana and Ulrike
Vocoder H r m N Carrier: Choir, captured with overhead mics 3 |
L L] m - u |4 - 1
colla parte, follow the soloist
+ i consistent, like an organ
(+accordion) P - lik ~
AT - I N3 -
Soprano %ny X be® /j!’ %
ah
colla parte, foll_ll?w the soloist
+ : P consistent, like an organ
A - (+accordion) ~ ~
b A - Q -
Alto |Hes X i %
ANI"4 I 3
D) h-o® >
ah
colla parte, follow the soloist
) P consistent, like an organ
PG| o — oW R —
) - Lad ol 9 =
Tenor + Bass |2} X —— % <
N N /
ah

—

4
De na - - - wee - en van zijn lief-des res - ten.
The a - - - fter - math of his love_ re-mains.
=
2 MW7 ~ e N g -
b’ 4 P dud 10> ] I il
Pm.[nv | FE—— i ¢ 2
N
&z fo_# o 33 mp pp mp pp
mp pp A
P sempre I Pk
v N o) I ~
b’ 4 T Q | N
S. |Ha2X% —/— 73 X N
SV L o® - = Py >
6, —— % - -
ah
P sempre Pk
b 4 3 -
A. [He2X — X N
ANI"4 [ L 3 B}
o e > fo® io-v
ah
P sempre
eie——— =
rJ ) - -
T+B. 72X i A X
I 3

N
ah
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o) i) m __ "
. 4 9 - I N | I— ., | | N D> ) - ]
Ulrike |H{ey % D — pd 7 P—— 1 De | | ———De P—F—1% !
% 1 b_wﬁ_pdyb i 3 1
) N——
De klank ~  van stil - te in mijn___ huis.
The sound_  of  si- lence in my____ house.
13 = |
Perc. 1 £ !
o o
—NA ped. sim.
) m m
p ) N 9
S. |Hey % = xX— % =
o he r %
—_———o0 P
0 ~ ~ —
4 9 Q
A |HeyH— r3 X e— — &
ANSVAL 3 I D] I
D) 2=
sk always sing with "ah”
mn
93 - LY d— 3 -
T+B. |\ =% X %
N = 3

=

Ulrike

Perc.

S.
)
A~z 3 - N 3 -
A. |Hes2X KT X 1%
& AL - 3
o o — ~
o) il o > T - D) -
T+B. |[E2X 1% & X %
§ i E3

—

Ulrike
De klank van jouw naam_  is nu als ruis.
~ The sound of your name_ is now Just noise.

Perc.

IAY 3 -
N [[CZ=F — 3% &
o) ~ ~ ———]
) A N Q9 |
A. |HeX— R 3
KT — % >
p
a ~
— —
)" I’ Y Q
T+B. |E22X r—1%, =
S b 3




Ulrike

Perc.

T+B.

Lana

Perc.

T+B.

Lana

Perc.

T+B.

16
s ) ) ) )
N L>7 < <
[ 17/ [N ¢ r I I I [ > [ - - 7 a
N b
Toch heb ik jou no - dig, voor het ver-sie-ren van mijn_ ver-driet.
And yet 1 still need you, to co-ver— my______ sad-ness.
e () N g™ o > — > o
P du 1D ] T r J D] r | ]
I [ o IA V.4 } A N N N [o¥ | I
-?g%i?s%%;;E:::&:::ﬁ%3E"""""‘“““““““jgljéiiﬁég ! ;ff ;%? ‘ ;5? - -
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7\ N |\ ) - A V.4 N 9 -
[ Fan WA N T N\ IAY I/
ANI"4 Y [ =3 [ =X
) fe [ [ d [
v
p
0 ) m ) m ——o
D’ 4 D] Q
V ANV 4 N [ ) - A V.4 N 9 | &
(X K 1% X - /- P
SV DL 3 1Bl I
DA — F3 T | -
) ® o L T r ] I J—0 )
I DAV 4 ] 9 | ? 2 N Y 9 -
72X 7151 P X 1%
' b I | 4 b 3
N\
Witheld, introverted sound
/2 0{) ~ ~ PP quasi recitativo ~ ‘ ~ ~ ~
* i i P F b e I [l = 10> ] - ]
(e 2X¢ r3 va —>e i i s 7 - - 1 ] 7 1% !
.\by r J — r J =% ]
Ik wil zeg - gen wat ik niet kan zeg - gen.
I  want to  say what 1 can - not  say.____
2 == " - = "N o) FE
b’ 4 = N P 1 = | 1 ]
W 1 M 1 = ;‘ 1
o = -+ = W %‘iﬁ Z
. =
m
s /) m I\ —— Y
A ~rbe 2 I< ¥
(D N g ’ /i P
ANI"4 b =
DY} \
P
A M A
) A N 9Q
V ANV 4 Y 9 -
% if %
. —
9y ) 13 -
7 X f %
3
N\
a) ) ) — . M
1D ] T 1 I = ]
)] ] 1D ) - IAV.4 z 2 z 2 [ ® Hg L 9] ] ]
\ 7 1% K —¢ P 0 i B4 1
[ I ' = 3 I \'/ T T ]
Wat ik kan zeg- gen, is niet wat ik wil zeg-gen. Jouw naam_ is
~ What I can say, is not what 1 want to say. _ ~ Your name is ~
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Mijn hart staat op

My heart keeps on
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Scene 1B - Trio, Eros can't decide

36
3 Eros is between the two women. 3
Stage. Hi f } - |
4 4
s /)
/3 = ~C = 3 - -
Lana |{ey% X 7
Ol B
quasi recitativo (independent time from Eros)
~ mp ~
Utrike |53 = X oy ] te 7 5g 4l = 2 = =
\Q—j’ L 3 #® ;q.i—' H® # ﬁi—- K3
Hoe te zor-gen voor je kind?
mp How to care_ for your child?
g o e —— [T = =
Eros > e i  —— i - -
L= T ! ! !
Ik weet niet Ik weet 't niet Ik  weet niet
1 don't know 1 don't I don't I don't know
Q )
Perc. [ £ v T : Pa3 =l.31 >
Mvﬁl
N — -
hold ped. P
P sempre
o () [a) ~
4 9 T D]
S. |5 % = X i % = =
\Q—)V L 3 %.\ (7] & 3
— P sempre
A ~ o)
g 9 D]
A. |He 1 FS X i % = =
AN 3 1 a\ I =3
o e oo 2=
P sempre
N ——— )
D ] - e = D] - -
T+B. |E=% X i %
S ke 3 T & 3
40
Lana [Hes2X—=— D@ — nt 3 o = % =
SV I [ 12 17 O 3
DY) — » 4
De weg naar mijn bed?
The way to my  bed?
. , - w7 - 3 -
Ulrike #ﬁ X Q %
O} - =
Eros [F)>c—jte—2——° ] 75e 3 ° ° 3ie 2 °
VA . | 1ERMI I I ol | Q| ) I I /Ml I I
& L ! ! i 8 7 ! ! L ! !
Tk weet niet Tk weet 't niet Tk weet niet
1 don't know 1 don't 1 don't 1 don't know
L
7 3 |
)
) o) |
s s e | 7 - 3 -
ey X S ;- Q %
by V& (o] =3
o) m m
A < i Va - 3 -
. [ Fan WV AN 1 I [e] I/
<V Ih g 9 (o] e 3
N PP o® C ot
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Eros

Eros

Eros

7
@ (in time with perc.)
47 mp mp
[I Q1 ) I I 7 /M| I I I | B I I Q1) I I IV I I I | B I I |
8- a——— = — = ! ! S — ! L — ! ! = ! ! !
N
Ik weet 't niet Tk  weet 't niet Tk  weet niet Tk weet niet Ik  weet niet Tk weet niet
I don't I don't 1 don't I don't 1 don't know 1 don't know 1 don't know 1 don't know
motor on
. . . llv
A (in time with Eros) |
23 T =
7 r I Q 1 h Vv -~ & P | [ I I
I 1O Ih‘lby :

D)) #n ~ ! ﬁ ~ _
S < T
mf

[I [ ORI ) | |7 /I | | | R | | Q1) | | ]
8- Z ! L ! ! = ! ! 8 ! ! !
N
Tk weet  niet Ik weet niet Tk weet niet Ik weet niet
1 don't  know 1 don't know 1 don't know 1 don't know
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Scene 2 - The Heart

62 Eros cuts out his heart and leaves it at the feet of the two women. Eros then exits the performance space.

§

at any dotted line, repeat back to the beginning

AV

.
mf° fast vibrata and tremelo,
1 1
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The heart speaks.

3
GEY

Stage. HH % 2 = iz 8 |
m
H ) P
A D - 3 - %—ﬁv—)—ﬁ"—: = 2 53 -
D8 4 8 — - 4 8
D)
"Had ik een schaduw"
Heart "If I had a shadow -"
m m
L R - 3 - 1 - v d— 2 (7 -
Z Q I/ Q VAN P I/ Q
(o] L 3 i[e] ﬁ. & 3 1O
;F%m-Tam
’ 2 5 3 1-4 .\ 5> =
Perc. |Hay g % 8 = nx_ % I il
) ~— " . "
pp ("Had ik een schaduw")
Modulator = voice of "Eros"
ub 3 5 Carrier= brass sythnesizer 2 53 |
Voc. 1t 8 U/ ] 4 S 1
0H )
A ——F 15— . —~7 2 o— ‘
D8+ 4 i 81— D o — 4 81— ‘
g WWW o oo | 08 bWW
Org. — ("Had ik een schaduw") —
)
=he - fo > .Hf:'g:ﬁﬁgﬁﬁ
%tt&‘: ) a—re ) 2 5
(o] I I 4 I I i[e] I } ~ ’-’i i Ig } }




76 E Q 9
H o) LE
’{ - ’!i - 3 - N7 Y 2 z 4 - |5 bl
[ fanY I/ I/ N\ P P [e]
b}/ L 3 L 3 (o]
Heart "Dan kon ik beiden liefhebben"
ca ~ A "Then I could love them both"
R = % = 3 = Nt be 5 =
y 4 7% A X c | P& IQ
b 3 b 3 D & i[e]
Tam-Tam
‘ - 4 - 3 - ] 5 -
perc. [ 3 3 X 2
N x N~ K K 4 (o]
P ("Dan kon ik beiden liefthebben")
0H )
A T > n L — T T i 3 T T i N7 153 T . "
[ fanY I N I I/ I I I I I I I I N\ Il [e] I N I
B e e T 88 e s
. b & e iee
Org. ("Dan kon ik beiden liethebben")
— ~ —
B E o g‘ bb O k;) i
o) [ D@ "V #T o L
) D @ 41" N D
81
O
A4 - 3 - 3 - 3 - P -
[ fan W A Q I/ [e] I/
b}/ k= 3 (o] & 3 O =3
Heart
Y Z D] D] Q D1
O - 0l - 0 - 0] - &/ -
A / 8 I/ 8 I/
‘% - 3 - 3 - 3 - 2 -
Perc. [ || I Q )/ Q ¥
\ = O =x (o] =
0 . .
P’ A/ L Q9 L N D] L I I D) N L D) I I
V AW 3 | | | | DJ | N J | | | DJ N | A~ | |
[ fan W A -il } I Q I T I/ I [e] T I I/ *
R e §r8 | irse 18 L
Org.
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86 @ ~
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y 4 - - N ¥ F 3 (33 - 9 - K3
[ fan) VAN r [e] I/ I/
SV (o] e 3
D)
"De zon wordt mijn talisman in de liefde"
Heart "The son is the symbol of my love"”
NN
‘) - - D — — 5 - 3 - %
% === 8 % 4
he
Tam-Tam
o)
r - - | 5 - 3 - %
Perc. [ || X o S % VA
N mIT/ ("De zon wordt mijn talisman in de liefde")
9 i i i i o ) %
A — ‘ ‘ — 5— i 13— i —1%
VAN \500 [e] I I T I/ I I I 4
A e o I8 78 fe s e isss |
Org. ~ ("De zon wordt mijn talisman in de liefde")
s s B | boo I5aigtoeior—iquts tee ter
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"Maar hoeveel mogelijkheiden kent het hart?"
Heart "But  how many options does the heart have?"
) m
> = 3 - 2 AV ¥ fe &
VA N I/ VAN ry >y Q
k= 3 L 3 e (o]
-
Tam-Tam
m
4 - 2 i 5
pere. [ % 3 X 2
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\ (o] =x (o] =x o =x =
Org.

\

)
1o 2
0 N bie
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SV o e 3 O
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"Wanneer het gevangen zit in een lichaam?"
Heart "When it's imprisoned in a body?"
)
)2 /! D]
J:J - b 3 N D)
VA /N I/ N gy [e]
= e 3 * Ei O
H# -
Tam-Tam
m
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‘3 - 4 ‘ 3
perc. [[IC3 V' X 3
N f — ("Wanneer het gevangen zit in een lichaam")
0H ‘ | | | m
4 9 I I I/ I I Q
J e 3 AV4 D]
!% E E é N\ oS [e]
LHO> O
"
Org. ~ ("Wanneer het gevangen zit in een lichaam")
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Scene 3A - Lana and Ulrike Duet

J=42-52

113 Lana and Ulrike have an a discussion.
Stage. i f
in time with Ulrike
slightly quieter than Ulrike
. . . /—\
I 9 o P\‘\ be b\' T be o o K EP fo- PS—
Lana |y X—=— 7 he | b D@ ha ¢ & | ¢ " R te ‘ =
) _— —_— T —
Daar kan ik niets aan  doen.___ De lief - - de,
1 can't do any-thing about that. Love
in time with Lana
N ~ mp slightly louder than Lana ~ ~ -
. > 4 L . . | ! *q:#
Ulrike : : — . e 2 3 e — & &
\ - LA =T
Hier kom jij niet mee weg._ Kijk wat je  doet._
You don't come a - way______ with me. Look at  what you're do - ing.
colla parte: in time with soloists Crotales
o ) m Lv. ~ ~ .
I{ N = - & } & & & - } ? 2 & ? 2
[ fan WA & T P P P b P & P
& e —
mp
Perc.
Tam-tam Tam-tam
A » | A
|| DG Fd Fd il ¢ o - -
\ ~— ~—
mp
Voc. Hi f
P colla parte: follow the soloists
2 ) ~ ~
s. [ix o
A e
P colla parte: follow the soloists
) ~ ~ ~ -
A I{ AV 4 | Y 2 ? 2
@ VAN } FS P
D) h-o®: /—jﬁ
P colla parte: follow the soloists
e > ™ 2 . -
)" Ve = L2 b =
T+B. |FFEX —2 —
N
no vib.
A 4" colla parte: follow the soloists ~ ~ ~
A ~¢ K " " i i
[ fan WA T I I I I
o s = = <
S— 01— 7
pp<| mf=pp
Org. rp
—38'
C}: N } & T z 2
Mbl -\ rS '\ J r
no vib.
16'
~ ~ ~ A
)" T I ]
Ped. X T $ i be_ o $ i
b A
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s N N ; ) m /; ~ A ) ~ )
Lana R e — ——| f T ——— ¢ ¢ . e— e — ‘x—r—ﬁf‘;?—pﬁ?_x—k
— = =
De lief - de, die zo-maar kan toe-slaan. Die_ kun je het kwa - lijk ne -  men.
Love, Just like that  can strike._ Youcan_____ blame____ |t
. R p— [ —
Ulrlke g < ‘L\ ‘j'—‘} m h'« g g £ < \\, | I— [ & ? 2 z 2
St S eerere S
Kijk wat je doet Een on ge-bo_ren kind, isnu al ge-doemd.
Look at__ what_ you are_ do - ing. An un - born_ child, Is al - rea-dy doomed.
) | A A | ~
/- } - & & & - I } Y 2 Y 2 & -
H-—’—Qu y— - S—3 P e rS P -
.) = =
Perc.
Tam-tam Tam-tam Tam-tam
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b’ 4 1 I I |
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S
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o s — 3 -~ L ==
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- e o » M T/ ~_ "
) i { *® o
T+B. || — — —
N\
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’l\ T T A v
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o = 21 3 ¥ 4 | - v
. S~ S~
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o) \ P ~ ~ | ™ S ~
{ i a P g. +F N r Il = | —
Lana {o—= S 7 & i E— 334” 7—=% & & bP J va —1 5 7—=%
D) — _ 4
Een mis - daad?_ Maar het ge - luk__ zoutoch moe - ten lo - nen?
A mis - take?_ But hap-pi - ness—_ will__ re-ward_—__  you?
N M ) ) )
Ulrike N7—%& 3 & 7 K 7 — 0 ] Ld\’\] 7—=%
I\ . N j t l;/qi‘id j- ib‘ i Ve
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Scene 3B - Ulrike kills Lana

Lana and Ulrike go to their separate places.
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Ulrike thinks about killing Lana,
and eventually moves towards her.
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Vocoder Stops Here
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Ulrike kills Lana.
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Scene 3C - Choir comes onstage, Eros' Epilogue

Exit Ulrike, Lana's Choir descends into performance space, led by Eros.
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peat until the whole choir is in main performance space.
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Choir leave the space as one, they continue singing.
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All choir are offstage, still singing.
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