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short opera in one act

Rob Jones

Libretto: Tom Bronsema



Notes:

This short opera was a collaboration between writer Tom Bronsema and composer Rob Jones. It
was written between February 2017 and January 2018 for the Opera Forward Festival 2018 in
Amsterdam.

A rough English translation of the text is provided by the composer.

Storyline:

Ulrike feels that she desperately needs Eros to help her with the child, but also to save her from her
greatest fear: loneliness. Lana is hopelessly in love with Eros but she doesn’t know if he loves her
back. Eros can’t decide which women he should take, so in a moment of terrible cowardice he cuts
out his heart and leaves it to speak to the women, instead of talking to them face to face. Just before
Eros leaves it seems like he might choose Lana after all. Overcome by jealousy, and seeing no way
out of the situation Ulrike kills Lana in her sleep. When Eros returns he finds Lana’s lifeless body
and Ulrike has disappeared.

Character List:

Ulrike: mezzo soprano
Lana: soprano

Eros: baritone

Ensemble:
Choir: 14 Sopranos
14 Altos

7 Tenors + Basses (always sing the same part)

The choir is positioned in an offstage stairwell for the majority of the piece. They enter the main
performance space at Figure 17.

Choir always sings “ah”

Electric Organ with pedal manual, vibrato and tremolo

Percussion: Vibraphone (with motor), crotales, tam tam, gong, wood block
Accordion: Placed offstage with the choir, doubles all choir parts. Tacet from Figure 19 — end.
Vocoder: The voices of Ulrike and Lana should be used as modulators and the

voice of the choir as the carrier. The vocoder sound should come from
speakers placed towards the back of the performance space.

Duration: c. 20 mins
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*het koor zingt altijd "ah"
the choir always sings "ah"

Aorta

Libretto by Tom Bronsema

English Translation by Rob Jones Scene 1 - IntrO Ulrlke and Lana
.. . . . Rob Jones
Choir is offstage, Lana and Ulrike (pregnant) are in seperate spaces onstage, Eros is also present.
R il the whol \.J ~62-72
L n_ [ Repeat until the whole D 3 |
Stage Directions - H K audience have entered A 4 '
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s () ¢y m N\ m )
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ah
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Scene 1B - Trio, Eros can't decide

36 =62

. 3 Eros is between the two women. 3
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@ (in time with perc.)
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Scene 2 - The Heart

62 Eros cuts out his heart and leaves it at the feet of the two women. Eros then exits the performance space.
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Ulrike
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Voc.

T+B.

Org.

Ped.

Scene 3A - Lana and Ulrike Duet

J=42-52

113 Lana and Ulrike have an a discussion.

in time with Ulrike

slightly quieter than Ulrike
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Scene 3B - Ulrike kills Lana

13,96

Lana and Ulrike go to their separate places.
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Ulrike thinks about killing Lana,
and eventually moves towards her.
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Vocoder Stops Here
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Ulrike kills Lana.
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Scene 3C - Choir comes onstage, Eros' Epilogue

Exit Ulrike, Lana's Choir descends into performance space, led by Eros.
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2 17 Choir gathers around Lana's body, Eros sings.
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Choir leave the space as one, they continue singing.
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All choir are offstage, still singing.
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